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SUB J : ECE - SOVIET-FRG DISPUTE OVER NAME OF ERG IN RUSSIAN TRANSLATIO 
N 

OF ECE DOCUMENTS 

1 . FRG MISSION PREDICTED RECENTLY THAT SOVIETS WOULD RAISE 
NEW POLITICAL PROBLEM AT ECE INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
MEETING (IANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 4) IN CONNECTION WITH TIR 
AGREEMENT. PER FRG MISSION DCM, FRG HAS HAD PROBLEM IN 
PAST WHEN SOVIETS HAVE ATTEMPTED USE GENITIVE FORM IN 
RUSSIAN FOR WORD "GERMAN" WHEN NAMES OF OTHER COUNTRIES 
ENDING IN SAME LETTERS IN RUSSIAN (E.G., BULGARIA) HAVE 
BEEN LISTED IN NOMINATIVE FORM. 

2. PROBLEM AROSE FIRST DURING WORKING PARTY ON AIR POLLUTION 
(JANUARY 11-14) AND THEN MORE FORMALLY DURING ADOPTION 

OF GAS COMMITTEE REPORT ON JANUARY 28 WHEN SOVIETS ATTEMPTED 
CHANGE REFERENCE TO FRG FROM "GERMANII, FEDERATIVNOY 
RESPUBLIKI" TO FEDERATIVNAYA RESPUBLIKA GERMANE" . AT 
LATTER MEETING, FRG PROTESTED THAT FIRST CITED FORM 
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WAS CUSTOMARY UN PRACTICE AND HAD BEEN SO RULED BY 
UN LEGAL OFFICE IN NEW YORK. SECRETARIAT SUGGESTED 
THAT IT WOULD REQUEST OPINION FROM UN LEGAL COUNCIL 
AND PREPARE DOCUMENT ACCORDINGLY. THIS WAS ACCEPTED 
BY BOTH PARTIES. 

3. MISSION ANTICIPATES THAT THIS QUESTION MAY BE 
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RAISED IN INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE MEETING 

THIS WEEK DURING CONSIDERATION OF REVISED TIR CONVENTION. 

INSTRUCTIONS WOULD BE APPRECIATED.CATTO 
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